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KNOTTINGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1943* 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  view  of  the  present  circumstances  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  dated  25/10/38,  I  append  herewith 
abbreviated  statistics  for  the  year  1943. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres.  2,837 
Registrar  General's  Estimated  Population.  8,497 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.  2,440 
Rateable  Value.  £67,607 
Product  of  One  Penny  Rate. 


The  population  has  decreased  by  179  in  1943. 
Vital.  Statistics. 


Live  Births.  Legitimate,  84  Males,  92  Females.  Total  176)  -Qn 
Illegitimate,  9  Males.  5  Females.  Total  14) 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population*  22,36 


Still  Births.Leaitimate.  3  Males.  4  Females.  Total  7 

Illegitimate,!  "  0  "  Total  1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  41,66 


Deaths.  All  causes,  61  Males,  43  Females.  Total  104 
Deaths  from:- 

Qancor  (all  ages),  8 

Measles  "  " 

Whooping  Cou^h" 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  yrs)l 


Death  Race  per  1,000  Population.  12,24 

The  Birth  Rate  in  the  Knottingley  Urban  District  is  22,36  against 
17*01  for  England  and  Wales,  The  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  is 
12.24  against  12.10  for  England  and  Wales ,  so  that  both  these  figures 
compare  favourably. 

The  Infantile  De~th  Rata  for  the  Country  is  49,  Knottingley  52.63 
(last  year  50.76) 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  heart  diseases,  24  cases,  there 
was  one  death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years). 

Cancer  all  forms,  8.  Bronchi t? 6,  8.  Pneumonia,  8. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Number 

No tified 

Removed  to 

Ho  spi  tal 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

59 

56 

M# 

Whooping  Cough, 

47 

«•* 

to* 

Diphtheria. 

5 

5 

- 

Erysipelas, 

2 

— * 

Measles. 

312 

- 

«*• 

Pneumonia. 

48 

- 

10 

Puerperal  Fever  or  Pyrexi 

a  1 

- 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

“* 

Tuber culo si s ,  Pulmonary 

15 

- 

7 

"  Non  " 

1 

1 

During  the  year  1943  big  efforts  were  made  to  affect  the  Immunization 
of  all  School  Children  and  children  under  school  age.  Splendid 
help  was  given  by  the  teaching  staff  instilling  the  necessity  of 
the  school  children  being  immunized,  and  the  Urban  Council  also  gave 
me  good  help. 

At  December  31st,  1943  the  following  numbers  had  been  aone  from  the 
schools 
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% 

rt4 


Ferrybridge 

Infants. 

Total  No.  on 
School  Roll # 

) 

Percentage 
Immunized,  * 
96.00 

if 

Mixed, 

) 

94.90 

Kuo  t  i  hr  1  cy 

Church  of  England  Ints. 

) 

100.000 

>i 

M  "  Mixed. 

) 

94.6 

u 

Vale  School. 

)  1,652. 

92.76 

H 

Wc eland  Hu.  School# 

) 

94.4 

11 

Ropew~lk  Modern  " 

) 

90 

tl 

Chapel  St.  Inf'nts, 

) 

76.0 

The  estimated  number  of  children  in  the  Knottingley  Urb-'n  District 
between  the  Ages  of  one  and  five  is  792.  The  number  immunized  is 
329  or  41.46. 

During  the  year  attempts  were  made  to  put  Scabies  cases  on  &  sound 
footina  for  treatment,  but  there  was  no  proper  Cleansing  Station  in 
Knottingley. 

Attempts  were  made  to  use  the  First  Aid  Post  as  a  Cleansing  St  cion  for 
males,  but  the  voluntary  female  staff  (no  male  staff)  could  not  see 
their  way  to  do  this  work.  If  it  ln-d  been  for  the  treatment  of 
females  they  would  have  carried  out  this  work.  Approaches  to  the 
County  Council  were  made  to  use  the  Cleansing  Station  at  Knottingley 
for  the  purpose  of  this  treatment,  but  the  County  Council  could  not 
see  their  way  to  let  this  building  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Notification  of  Scabies  is  not  compulsory,  but  eoo&  co-operation  is 
carried  on  between  the  Doctor  practicing  in  the  area,  and  myself'. 

The  Sanitary  conditions  and  cireumst  nces  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  G,  J.  Lav^rica  in  Form  ”C".  There  are  no 
special  matters  calling  for  special  comment,  except  the  above 
paragraph  on  Immunization  and  Scabies. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  KEHELLY,  M.O.H. 
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